Evidence informed decision-making and Health Technology Assessment in Albania
Albania is a country in the southwestern part of Balkan Peninsula, in southeastern Europe, a total area of 28,748 km2. Total population (INSTAT, 2015) is 2, 893,005 inhabitant, urban population:  57% and rural population:  43 %
The Health System in Albania involves a number of structures and organizations. Ministry of Health (MoH) remains the major funder and provider of health care services in Albania. The Health System in Albania is mainly public. Private sector covers the major part of the pharmaceutical service, dental service and some specialized diagnostic clinics mainly in Tirana.
Diagnostic and curative health service is organized in three levels: primary health service (PHC), secondary and tertiary hospital services. It is equally important for both the private sector, and the public sector. Public health and health promotion services are provided in the frame of the primary health, with support and oversight of the Institute of Public Health.

Actually the Albanian government and Ministry of Health has prioritized the modernization of Health System though implementation of Electronic records, focusing in Primary Health Care implementing “Free Check Up Program” of the Ministry of Health consisting of free medical checkups for citizens aged 40-65”, Universal Health Care in the country to ensure equitable access to a wide range of high quality services without the risk of financial ruin to households check. 
The Albanian Ministry of Health with the support of WHO is developing ANHS 2016–2020 from a Health 2020 perspective. Ministry of Health is bringing together decision makers, legislators, health and non-health professionals as well as civil society representatives and encouraging all of them to have their say on the National Health Strategy that is currently being developed. The new strategy is aiming to set the direction for health services in Albania for the next 5 years. The strategy incorporates principles of Health 2020, European health policy framework and aims to “improve the health and well-being of populations, reduce health inequalities, strengthen public health and ensure people-centered health systems that are universal, equitable, sustainable and of high quality”.

The main Health Institutions in Albania are; Ministry of Health, Obligatory Health Insurance Fund, Institute of Public Health, National Center for Quality, Safety and Accreditation of Health Institutions, National Agency for Medicinal Products and Medical Devices, etc. The health system is regulated by Laws and regulations: Law Number 10 107, dated 30.3.2009, On Health Care in the Republic of Albania, Law Number 105/2014 “For Drugs in Pharmaceutical Service”,  Law Number 9323, Dt. 25.11.2004 “For Drugs in Pharmaceutical Service - revised”, Law No 7815, Dt.  20.04.1994 "For Drugs”, Law No 89/2014 “For Medical Devices”, Law No. 147/2014 “For Medical Emergency Service”, Law No.10 383, Dt. 24.2.2011. “On Obligatory Health Insurance Fund” 

The National Centre for Quality Safety and Accreditation of Health Institutions (NCQSA) has been established since 2005, with the main goal to give to the Albanian health care system the methods and tools for quality assessment, quality assurance and quality development in order to improve quality of care across the system. These include development of standards for hospitals, primary health care, medical laboratories, dentistry, pharmacy and all related health services including accreditation mechanisms. The work has already started in spreading the “culture of quality”, through intensive training of health professionals and publications. Training was provided for Quality Coordinators and Standard Working Groups appointed by MOH. 
Quality Concepts toolkit self learning and teaching Guidance was disseminated to all Quality Coordinators in hospitals and health settings. NCQSA has done a lot for capacity building in Quality improvement. The accreditations standards for hospitals, PHC, dentistry, pharmacy are developed and the process of accreditation of health institutions for public and private facilities has started in Albania

One of the main goals of NCQSA is the coordination and guiding the process of Clinical Practical Guidelines Development based on evidence.
Health technology assessment (HTA) plays an essential role in modern health care by supporting evidence based decision making in health care policy and practice.
Within the framework of the Albanian Health System Modernization Program one of the components of the is to make thorough assessment of health technologies at public health care providers and an in-depth analysis of supportive systems and standards at the same in order to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of the Albanian health care system and improve health outcomes.
NCQSA was involved in this project including 4 components;
1- Evaluation of actual situation of divers health technologies in Albania 
2- Evaluation and analyses of existing HTA capacities, training and capacity building of Policy makers and clinicians for institutionalization and use of HTA and Evidence Based medicine (EBM) for planning and decision making processes.
3- Elaboration of a strategy for institutionalization of HTA and EBM in Albania 
4- Evidence Based Medicine training
This project was finalized with a training program (Curricula) for HTA & EBM, Presentation of Agree Instrument for Developing Guidelines and finally with National Strategy for Developing and Implementing Clinical Practical Guidelines and Protocols in Albania based on AGREE Instrument.
Clinical Practical Guidelines are obligatory standards in quality improvement and accreditation and NCQSA has a main role in coordinating and monitoring. Since 2010 there are 105 Practical Clinical Guidelines and 115 Practical Clinical Protocols developed for hospital health care, 4 Practical Clinical Guidelines for basic conditions in primary health care with the support of UNICEF 2 Practical Clinical Guidelines and 14 Practical Clinical Protocols for Mother and Child Care in Primary Health Care. Actually there are in review process the Practical Clinical Guidelines and Practical Clinical Protocols in 4 Departments in “Mother Teresa” University Hospital. 

As by the definition of HTA and EBM. “H.T.A is a multidisciplinary process that summarises information about the medical economic, social and ethical issues related to the use of a health technology in a systematic, transparent and unbiased robust manner. It aims to inform the formulation of safe, effective health policies that are patient-focused and seek to achieve best value. Despite its policy goals, HTA must always be firmly rooted in research and scientific method.” (Source: Health Technology Assessment and Health Policy making in Europe; Garrido VG, Kristensen FB, Nielsen CP, Busse R; WHO European Health Observatory 2008), the criteria of HTA and EBM are implemented in other health sectors such as; Obligatory Health Insurance Fund – in medication and drugs rembursement list, Hospital Administration Department in MoH, in Purchasing of Medical Drugs & Devices in National Agency for Medicinal Products and Medical Devices.  
This initiative and Eurasian forum is very important and will be useful and helpful for countries that has already started this process. 












